
October, 2009 

Newsletter of the Friends  
of the Woodland Public 

Library 

From the President’s desk 
 

Well, summer is officially over and the weather has (finally) taken on a brisk 
feeling.  The Friends were busy over the summer.  We entered a small garden 
booth in the Yolo County Fair and WON (first place!!).  The theme was “The 
Incredible Hulk”, a garden accented in green.  I’d like to thank Karen and Doug 
Shepard and Chris Barton for all of their help in getting the exhibit together. 
 

The officers also held a retreat and planned some fantastic activities for you this 
year.  We are hosting our first “members only” event on October 22nd (see 
detailed information on page 5).  This is the first of several events that will only be 
available to those card carrying members of the Friends (figuratively speaking).  
We’ll have a list at the door, so make sure your dues are current (you can renew at 
the door if you’d like).  Look at your newsletter  label to determine if you’ve 
accidentally overlooked your renewal.   
 

National Friends of the Library week is October 18-24th.  We’ll celebrate with 
surprises for current and potential Friends.  We’ll have a “guessing game” in the 
library with some pretty great prizes for the winners. Check the library bulletin 
board (and our website) for updates.   
 

We have also been asked to participate in the downtown Halloween event on 
Saturday, October 31st.  The library will be closed due to the budget cuts, but the 
Friends’ plan on setting up some carnival games at Heritage Plaza - we’re looking 
for volunteers to help staff the event, so don’t be shy!   
 

There will be a multicultural two day “Dia de los Muertos” event being held on 
November 1st and 2nd.  Silvina Salcedo (of Silvina’s Basket and the President of the 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce) wants to use this event as a fundraiser for the 
Friends on Sunday, November 1st from 3-7pm.  This is just being organized at 
press time, so I don’t have all the details available, but she wants to donate half of 
her revenue that she makes that day to the Friends.  (Silvina is also reviewing the 
Spanish version of our brochure, which will be placed in the lobby and online at our 
web site - a great big THANKS to her for all of her help and support.)  Woodland 
Community College will be hosting the second day of the event on Monday, 
November 2nd from 5:30 - 7pm at the college and the Friends have been invited 
to participate to raise funds (for the library) and get more exposure in the 
community.   If you have some ideas or would like to get involved, please call or 
email us.  This is a good event to expand our exposure in the Hispanic community 
and make some new Friends.   
 

We have expanded the information on our website recently (with the fabulous help 
of Carol Davis).  If you have access to the internet, we are at the City of Woodland 
website, under the Library category (and if you don’t have the internet, remember 
it’s available at your library).  Please bookmark and check the page frequently as 
we are constantly updating with new information (and posting any corrections that 
the newsletter editor misses).  We are working on uploading the annual calendar 
currently  The Special Events section has the flyer for our Fright Night event.  The 
site is www.cityofwoodland.org/gov/depts/library/friends   
 

Thanks for your support and I hope to see you on October 22nd.  Check our 
website for updates on all of our upcoming events. 
 

Diana Dearmore 
President, Friends of the Woodland Public Library 

         FOL 
          QUARTERLY 
         BOOK SALES 
         SAVE  THE  
          DATES! 

  
The annual schedule for 
the Friends’ (quarterly) 
book sales is as follows: 

 

“Holiday Parade Weekend” 
Member only presale is:  

Thur. Dec.10th, 4 to 6pm  

Open Sales are:    
Sat., Dec. 12th 9am to 4pm  
Sun., Dec. 13th  1 to 4 pm 

 

We’ll have holiday books 
set aside, so shop early 
for the best selection. 

 

??? “Mystery Night” ??? 
Member only presale is:  

Thur. Feb.25th, 4 to 6pm  
Open Sales are:    

Sat., Feb. 27th 9am to 4pm  
Sun., Feb. 28th  1 to 4 pm 

 

“Earth Day” 
Member only presale is: 

Thur. Apr.22nd, 4 to 6pm  
Open Sales are:    

Sat., April 24th 9am to 4pm  
Sun., April  25th  1 to 4 pm 
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News from the Friends’ Treasurer  
 

The Friends’ fiscal 2009-10 year began on July 1.  We started the 
year off with about $48,000 which is wonderful!  We’ve been 
making more money than we’ve spent since Mystery Night and 
its Silent Auction have become such great fundraisers.  It truly is 
becoming a community event that no one wants to miss! 
 
Remember YOUR money including dues, book sales, and 
donations goes to helping the Library replace old equipment, buy 
new display kiosks, pay for great programs for the children and 
teens, and purchase a new popcorn machine.  Owning our own 
machine (for less than $200) will mean that supplying popcorn 
for the many children’s, teens’ and adult events will be less 
expensive than the usual $200+ cost of renting a machine for 
EACH event.  The Board is a great steward of your money, 
always looking to see how we can maximize the value of any 
expenditure.  We pride ourselves on patronizing local businesses 
as much as possible and, believe me, they reciprocate with great 
items for the silent auction, wonderful prizes for the summer 
reading programs, and discounts on printing/signs, etc.  Their 
generosity really helped us show the City Council and City 
Manager how much the library is a central part of Woodland 
with the signs, banners, and other material.  I encourage you to 
visit local cafes and shops to show your gratefulness for their 
support of a cause that is dear to your heart and mention that 
you are a Friend of the Library! 
 
YOU help the Library stay afloat and weather the storms of the 
budget cycle.  Don’t forget to take a minute the next time you’re 
in the Library to purchase a Friends’ tote bag for $10.  It’s 
washable, it’s reversible, has handy pockets for your cell phone 
or sunglasses AND the purchase price helps the Library so it’s a 
win-win. 
 
I’m off to a cruise to Alaska (paid for by me not you).  I always 
try to visit the local public library when I’m traveling and, so far, 
ours is definitely the most beautiful and staffed with the happiest 
and most skilled people. 
 
See you at the next Friends’ event, 
 
Erin Murphy 
Treasurer 

 How is YOUR money doing ? 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have a laptop 
computer that you aren’t 

using anymore but it 
still works and you are 

looking for the best  way 
to utilize it, look no 

further.  The Friends of 
the Library could use a 

laptop to log,  inventory 
and sell on-line the 

rare, unusual and first 
editions of books donated 

to the library.  
 

If you’d like to donate 
your old working laptop 

and/or printer to a great 
cause and help the 

Friends  generate some 
more revenue, please let 

us know.   
 

You can leave us a 
message at  

(530) 666-0545  
or e-mail us at 

woodlandfol@yahoo.com 
 

We will gladly pick up 
the donations and provide 

you with a donation 
receipt. 

 
 

Thank you for  
your continued support . 

Needed: 

Laptop 
Computer  
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Reflections from Sandy:   
“First Quarter Down” 

 

 The first quarter of the new fiscal year just ended.  The public, staff, other 
departments, and partnering agencies have been extremely patient as we adjust to the 
realities of reduced hours and services.  Beginning July 1, 2009, the Woodland Public 
Library hours were reduced from 54 hours per week to 40 hours per week.  Although 
this is a tremendous improvement compared to the originally recommended 20 hours 
per week, it still represents an overall reduction of 26% or slightly more than one-
fourth.  This reduction in hours is accompanied by a 27% reduction in permanent 
staff, and a 46% reduction in temporary, part-time staff hours.  In planning for the 
reduced hours and staff, assumptions were made regarding a relatively equal reduction 
in service levels.  Although there have been substantial reductions in the number of 
visits (-22%), it is not equal to the reduction in hours, indicating that some of the 
anticipated library users are somehow able to get to the library during the reduced 
hours.  However, most surprising, is the relatively minimal impact to circulation  
(-10%).   As a result, the number of circulations per open hour has increased 
dramatically.  Although this is a luxury problem for a library, it does create 
unintended consequences.  For example, the current exterior book drop’s capacity is 
approximately 36 hours.  During the three-day closures (Saturday through Monday) on 
the first and third weekends, library staff must return to the library during off hours 
to empty the book drop.  Otherwise, the book drop is filled, and materials spill over 
on the walkways with obvious risk.  A drive up, exterior book drop has been identified 
as a possible mitigation. 
 
  I want to thank the Friends of the Library again for their tremendous support 
during the difficult budget process.  Your presence and participation in democracy 
made a tremendous difference in the outcome.  Your on-going financial support 
continues to provide the majority of children’s programming activities.  In addition, I 
want to thank and acknowledge the Friends for creating, organizing, and presenting  
cultural and humanities programming for adults this year that would not otherwise be 
available to our community as a result of budget cuts.  Together, we continue to 
provide an amazing quantity and quality of services to our community. 

 
Regards, 
 Sandy Briggs, Library Services Director 
 sandra.briggs@cityofwoodland.org 



Membership Updates 
 Billie Butler, Membership Chair 
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While it is important to gain new members of the Fr iends of the 
Woodland Public Library, retaining the members who have already 
joined is of primary importance.  
 
To assure that existing members are motivated to re new their 
membership and to encourage individuals, families a nd businesses 
who have not previously been members to join the Fr iends of the 
Woodland Public Library, the Board is working very hard to 
increase the benefits of membership in the Friends.   
 
Special members-only functions have been scheduled,  such as the 
upcoming “Fright Night” on October 22, where member s will be 
treated to food, wine, and an opportunity to talk w ith famed 
author Alan Jacobson prior to his formal presentati on which is 
open to the public. Several events of this type are  scheduled 
throughout the year, so keep watch for notices on t he FOL 
website and the newsletter.  
 
Members of the FOL will receive early notice of our  annual 
Mystery Night, and  be able to purchase advance tic kets before 
they go on sale to the general public. This year’s mystery night 
is a hilarious melodrama where you will be able to hiss and boo 
the villain and cheer for the hero and heroine. 
 
The Board is working to develop a website that will  keep members 
and the public informed about Friends events.  We a re also 
working to improve the members’ newsletter so that it will be an 
important source of information about the library a nd Friends 
activities. 
 
The support of FOL members enables the Library to e nrich its 
resources, enhance its services, and expand its pro grams. In 
this era of reduced financial support from the City  of Woodland, 
the contributions of the Friends is more important than ever. If 
you have not already renewed your membership, pleas e do so now.  
 
During the holidays and for birthdays or other cele brations, 
consider giving memberships to your friends and nei ghbors. That 
truly would be a gift that keeps on giving.   

 
 

Gift certificates available upon request. 
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Reflections from the Woodland Public Library Board of Trustees 

What a difference a year makes… 
 

 As we enter the fourth quarter of 2009, it’s almost mind-boggling to reflect on the 
dramatic—sometimes heartbreaking—events surrounding Woodland Public Library these past 
12 months.  To say it has been “challenging” for all associated with the library is a vast 
understatement!   
 But rather than dwelling on the difficulty of the changes that had to be made, lets look at 
the inspiring response to those challenges by Sandy and her staff, the Friends, the community 
and—with all due modesty—the Board. As the budget scenario grew ever more grim, Sandy 
worked with the staff and the Board to revise staffing plans and to implement service and 
processing efficiencies. The Friends circulated petitions, prepared signs and made phone calls 
to ensure large attendance at City Council meetings.  Members of the community responded to 
that outreach and made known their strong support of the library.  Did we get everything we 
wanted?  No, but through our united efforts, we certainly got more than initially proposed.   
 So, three months into a reduced schedule, the library staff continues to provide excellent 
service to its ever-increasing number of patrons.  The Friends have an array of special events 
scheduled.  The Board is focused on exploring options to reduce the library’s dependence 
upon the City’s general fund revenues.   
 As the saying goes, “What doesn’t kill you only makes you stronger.”  That being the 
case, LONG LIVE THE LIBRARY! 
 

 Kay Hodges 
 Library Board of Trustees 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  The Library Board of Trustees now meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays  
of the month at 4:00 pm in the Leake Conference Room.    

  October, 2009 

    Page   7 

September Book Sale Update 
A great big thank you to the volunteers that 

worked at the September book sale.  We 
raised over $1700 !!! 

Thanks to the following Friends: 
Sandy Adair, Ellen Helm, Heather 

Marcum, Carol and Don Ishikawa, Betty 
Bringhurst, Karisa Huie, Catherine Reyes, 

Gabriela Strong, Kathy Rahn, Debbie 
Truitt, John and Kathy Harryman, 
Harriet Chermak and Nancy Rice.  

 

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP!! 

IMPORTANT - SAVE THE DATE 
Mystery Night  
March 6, 2010 
 

Come boo the Villain and cheer the 
Hero in a Good Old Fashioned 

Melodramatic Murder in the Library 
 

We’re currently looking for committee 
members to help us with this much 

anticipated annual fundraising event.  
You’ll have so  much fun that you’ll forget 
you’re volunteering! Email us if interested. 

 ??? 



Book Sales - Sorting Co-Chair needed  
As most of you know, Phyllis Simeroth has retired from the Book Sales Co-Chair 
(Book Sorting) position, after 6 years in charge of sorting donated books and 
magazines.  The sorting function is up and running and organized and just needs new 
leadership. The current volunteer members are willing to continue and that includes 
several experienced book sorters.  
 

Christy Barton is the Co-chair, in charge of Book Sales - sales day volunteers.  She 
calls and schedules the book sellers for the sales days.  The publicity chair handles 
publicity for all book sales. The treasurer supplies the cash box and is responsible for 
the cash count.   
 

The duties include training the volunteers (there are written procedures) for sorting, 
organizing and shelving the many donations we receive. It is very flexible. You can 
sort and shelve books any day the library is open. 
 

Phyllis says, “The people I have worked with are knowledgeable, dependable and on 
a few occasions when we’ve had to go "the extra mile," they can do that too! It has 
never been a problem to find someone to cover when travel plans or whatever 
interferes. What else can I say other than I have had the pleasure of working with a 
great group of volunteers.  I have thoroughly enjoyed being involved in such a 
worthwhile endeavor and working with a dedicated group of volunteers. “ 
 

If you would like to help out your library and make some new friends, please don’t be 
shy about volunteering.  You can send us an email at woodlandfol@yahoo.com or 
leave us a message at 530-666-0545.   
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Book Sorters 
 
 

   Thanks to the “unsung heroes” of the book sales...the sorters.  They make 
sure the shelves are stocked and the books are easy to find for all of our 

book sales -  we appreciate you and all your hard work.  

 
 

Earline Morales          Harriet Chermack        Elaine Brown         
Mary Harper      Heather Marcum          Betty Bringhurst     

          Phyllis Simeroth 



Woodland Friends of the Library         First Class Mail 

P.O. Box 545 

Woodland, CA 95776-0545 

President:  Diana Dearmore  

Vice President:  Marsha Toy Engstrom 

Secretary:  Karen Shepard 

Treasurer: Erin Murphy  

 Committee Chairs: 

Membership:  Billie Butler 

Book Sales—Sorting: OPEN 

Book Sales—Sales Day: Christy Barton 

Publicity:  Annamarie Barros 

Member(s) at Large:  Phyllis Simeroth 

Newsletter: Diana Dearmore (OPEN) 

Bulletin Board:  Debbie Peterson 

Website/IT:  OPEN 
 

E-mail us at:  woodlandfol@yahoo.com 

Message Phone: (530) 666-0545 

 

  Thank you for your generous donations for our 
book sales!!! 

Please note that we do NOT accept: 
Encyclopedias/Dictionaries 
Computer books/manuals 

Reader’s Digest condensed books 
Textbooks/teacher’s manuals 

                      FRIENDS’  
      VOLUNTEER 

         OPPORTUNITIES   
+++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

BOOKSALES CO-CHAIR: SORTING 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

MYSTERY NIGHT COMMITTEE HELP 
COMPUTER AND WEBSITE WORK 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Email us: woodlandfol@yahoo.com or 
Call us: 530-666-0545 if you’re interested 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
I’d like to thank Debbie Peterson for 
volunteering to be the Bulletin Board 
Coordinator (and her daughter Kali 
for helping).  Please check out the 

bulletin board upstairs for the latest 
Friends’ news - it looks GREAT! 

See you at the library   


